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Our Last Sunday Service on 21 Oct 2012 &
Our Last Prayer Meeting on 20 Oct 2012
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THE FOUR REMINDERS on the yellow wall :
God is LOVE, LOVE, TRUTH, DISCIPLING
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Our old church office, our Kitchen and all our
packed “barang barang”
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Our stage and wall of dedication to our
CoPS’s vision and mission
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" Our.Lunch Spread at Atlantis Seafood Restaurant
¥ .E-,'i\ Brethren listening attentively to the
v, : i “ 5 i\ Preaching of God’s Word
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Brethren having Sunday luncheon at Atlantis Seafood
Restaurant — “ a try out”
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Testimony JE

. I’m here to
share a little
something, and
I hope this can
b e a n
encouragement

Neither am I
ol not a good

.’- I/ student nor am

' I extremely

intelligent. None of us are perfect to begin
with. I would very much want to
procrastinate all day, watch movies, go out
shopping, have fun or in other words, “relax

one corner”. And not have any studying or
revision to do.

I am not special in any way. I grumble when
I hear new assignments or tutorials piling up,
get angry when my schoolmate ruins the
entire project with no effective contribution
at all, and go crazy when lecturers just add
on extra work as though I only have their
subject in my timetable. The adults always
say university life is a breeze, but I assure
you not. You need to be 10 times more
independent and diligent on reading up, 10
times more outstanding in your ideas, just to
fight the petty bell-curve (basically to
compete with fellow schoolmates). Amidst
all that, I always come back to His words:
Jeremiah 29: 11-13 “For I know the plans I
have for you,” declares the Lord, “plans to
prosper you and not to harm you, plans to
give you hope and a future. Then you will call
on me and come and pray to me, and I will
listen to you. You will seek me and find me
when you seek me with all your heart.”

Sometimes you just need someone out there
who reassures you and gives you that little
push, and eventually you will pull through. If
God permits the challenge, He will also
provide the grace to meet it. And yes, He did.
He has also blessed me with so many of His
amazing plans that it is beyond what I can
ever comprehend, and there were also times
where I have no idea how it happens: He will
never short change us. As the years passed,
and I have witnessed enough, in my life, to
know how good my Father. is to me. I have
gone through it myself, so much so that I
have a firm conviction that this is real. With
this faith, I started to pray. I pay my tithes. I
sing for Him. Ilhave to.admit, it did seem like
a chore to me at first. All the praying, the
amount of time just to choose appropriate
songs tO\prepare a song list amidst of the
busy:schedule, the on-stage jitters... it was all
too unfamiliar and troublesome. It was
especially challenging when it comes to the
deadlines and examinations I have from
school. I had to set time aside to prepare the
song list for praise and worship sessions,
come to church and even the simplest thing
to do, pray.

So I had to constantly remind myself that I
do all these because He deserves it all, and
that I am nothing without my Father in
heaven. I wasn’t even supposed to have what
I have now! Therefore, I am extremely
thankful and I am willing to give a portion of
what was His back to Him, be it in a form of
singing, praying, praising, worshipping or
tithing. So I start to enjoy every praise and
worship session and it became something

for some of you.

more than just plain singing. I felt as if every
single word became meaningful and heartfelt
as I sang. Personally, I'm not good at
expressing myself in words, so I find praying
a little challenging. I just can’t find the right
words to convey what I want to say
sometimes. So I sing. I sing to communicate
with Him too. Sometimes we feel we deserve
an answer to our prayers or a particular
blessing from God because of how much we
have sacrificed for Him and how much work
we've done. But I don’t think it works this
way, at least for me now. It is not because I
expect that God will eventually reciprocate
with favours. Nor am I expecting to gain
something out of it. Not because I earned it. I
firmly believe that a personal relationship
with God is not simply an “ok-I-want-more-
blessings-therefore-I-should-pray-and-pay-
tithes...” kind of thing. It’s not like barter and
trade. As Martin Luther says, “...blessings
that come to us, at times can be through our
works, and at times without our works, but
never because of our works. God always gives
them freely because of His great mercy. God
great gifts & blessings are given, not because
you have earned it, but simply because He'is
gracious.”

As I embark on the next phase of my life,
there will definitely be bumps and bruises
along the way. I will try my. very best to be
strong because I know God is_always there
for me, for His grace is ever so sufficient. T
am also determined to continue to serve my
Father even in a new environment in anyway
that I can, because He truly deserves'my time
and praise. With thisyT end this little sharing
of mine, (hoping that it, might\ have
encouraged you.in one way,or another. May
the Lord bless allof you.
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Introduction

What is at stake in the Bible is not the
philosophical question of the existence of
God but the personal question of the
character of God. The glory of the Bible is
that it reveals the God who enters into
relationships with His people. Martin
Buber, the Jewish rabbi and theologian,
describes Biblical faith as “dialogical.” Here
God is in constant communication with His
people, and they with Him. The Book of Job
has universal appeal, with timeless theme,
memorable language and a message for the
ages. This book has been extolled for its
literary excellence, more than any other book
of the Bibles:

1. Victor Hugo extravagantly asserts: “The
Book of Job is perhaps the greatest
masterpiece of the human mind.”

2, Thomas Carlyle eulogizes: “There is
nothing written, I think.....of equal literary
merit. It is one of the grandest things ever
written.”

3. Luther is equally immoderate, praising it
as “magnificent and sublime as no other
book of Scripture.”

4. Philip Schaff adds the accolade: “The
Book of Job rises like a pyramid in the
history of literature, without a predecessor
and without a rival.”

5. James Anthony Froude sets it
“towering far above all the poetry of the
world.”

6. Alfred Tennyson lauds it as: “the
greatest poem of ancient or modern time.”

7. Samuel Terrien acclaims: “The literary
mastery of the poet is unsurpassed.”

8. David L. Mckenna adds a
contemporary credit: “From a literary
standpoint, Job is a monumental book —one
of a kind....Where can you find such a
passionate poetry, dialectical prose; soaring
allegory, majestic songs and “quotable
quotes?”

9. Soren Kierkegarrd’s invitation is for us
to “read this Book as it was without
heart.....You surely .havesread Job? Read
him, read him, » over,. and over
again.....because everything about him is so
human.”

The subject of human suffering is universal
in appeal @and timeless in application. The
Book knows), no boundary of culture,
civilization, class, religion, or generation. It
speaks, to all people, with equal meaning to
ancient, middle, or modern ages. The Book
reveals the depths of human sufferings to the
heights of human restoration. To enter into
the story of Job as a participant in a real-life
drama is to identify with the characters, feel
the intensity of the conflict, stand at the
turning point, follow the path of resolution,
see the revelation, and know the
reconciliation. Job leaves us awed with its
power, moved by its passion, stretched by its
thought, and irrevocably changed by its
message.

The sandwich literary structure of Job
consists of three parts:

(1) Prose prologue (Job 1-2);

(2) Poetic dialogue (Job 3:1-42:26);
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(3) Prose epilogue (Job 42:7-17).

This literary structure and the theological
insights are creatively interwoven into a
devotional tapestry of timeless truths. God in
his marvel ways through the book of Job
brings out from the deepest depths of despair
recorded in the Bible, He brings out the
loftiest literature of the ages. Out of calamity,
He gives the world this celebrated classic.
With Job we exclaim: “He performs wonders
that cannot be fathomed, miracles that
cannot be counted.” The lofty literary quality
of the Book of Job eloquently proclaims that
we have a God who can bring triumph out of
trial and blessing out of the brokenness of
our lives.

The Book of Job is not merely to be read or
studied; it is to be experienced. Every person
is engaged in a life-and-death struggle with
the forces of evil. Every person will either
have had or will experience trial and severe
testing in his/her life. The drama unfolded in
Job is a mirror reflecting our own deep needs
and struggle. The Book of Job has much to
say to the generation living in a day that.is
marked by “name it and claim, 'it”
theology and the all-too-frequent preaching
of a prosperity gospel. Suffering is'a reality
we will never escape. In fact'Christians are
told to expect it and to embrace.t’as a means
of deeper fellowship with our Lord Jesus
Christ.

Job ‘suffered the greatest calamities of
anyone in the Bible, his whole world came
tumbling down and he reached the nadir of

human experience. When we say of someone:

“He has the patience of Job,” (James 5:11)
our reference is clearly understood. But,
above all, the Book of Job is one of triumph.
We see, in the trial of Job, the marvellous
faithfulness of God that brings blessing out
of brokenness, celebration out of calamity,
and triumph out of tragedy. The Book of
Job will help us to find the right perspective
that enables us to see through suffering, to go
from the “why” to the “who” which
sustains and enables Christians to triumph
over their trials — “He knows the way that I
take; when He has tested me, I will come
forth as gold” (Job 23:10). So that the
Christians will “Stop and consider God’s
wonders” (Job 37:14). In the Book of Job we
will encounter the longest recorded discourse
with God from which serendipities of rich
insights and inspirations could be gleaned.
From the pages of the Book of Job:

1. We will hear the sublime song God gave to
Job in the night, the song that has sung its
way into the hearts of the Christians around
the world: “T know that my Redeemer lives”
(Job 19:25).

Website Pk: www.cosk.sg

2. We will also encounter an unsurpassed
moment ©Of the Old Testament testimony as
Job stakes “his “destiny on the living
Redeemer who “in the end....will stand upon
the earth” (Job 19:25).

30 We will encounter the longest recorded
discourse with God as in unsurpassed poetic
beauty. He cites the ravishing mystery, might,
and magnificence of His creation. This
discourse assures God’s providence and care
and is garnished with the intrigue and rare
revelation of the humour of God.

We will encounter an emotional experience
in which the content of our faith in God is
explored and the process of spiritual growth
is revealed. It is an adventure on the growing
edge of the human spirit. Job is a Book of
hope for those who suffer and for those who
fear suffering.

The Book of Job may be read as a journey of
faith. James Fowler, best known for his
book “The Stages of Faith,” gives us a
working definition of faith based upon the
seven  assumptions, which can be
paraphrased for our purpose:

1. Faith is a way of moving in life, believing
and trusting in the Lord Jesus Christ.

2. Faith is based upon a comprehensive
image of the conditions of existence.

3. Faith is trust in a centre of value — an
image of power.

4. Faith gives order, coherence, and meaning
to the wultimate conditions of human
existence.

5. Faith takes form and is sustained through
community.

6. Faith is shaped by knowing, imaging,
valuing, loving, and reasoning.

7.  Faith transforms in the interaction of
persons in changing events or circumstances,
usually through doubt, darkness,
contradictions, and despair.

Obviously, faith is not static. Compatible
with other theories of human development, a
person either grows, plateaus, or regresses in
faith as the circumstances of age, experience,
and events change. In the transition between
stages, doubt, darkness, and despair are
common. Yet, through the dark night of the
soul, faith can leap to higher levels. Job
embarks on a tortuous journey toward higher
levels of faith.
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Senior Pa$ic
Dovid Kovk:

Scripture Text: 1 Corinthians 12:1-13
Key Verse: 1 Corinthians 12:4-6

There are diversities of Gifts, but the SAME
Spirit. There are differences of Ministries,
but the SAME Lord.

And there are diversities of Activities, but it
is the SAME God who Works All In All.
Indeed It's ALL In His GRACE, we are what
we are TODAY is the Mercy & Grace of our
Living God. We've Gone through many hard,
tough and difficult problems since our
inception in August 2007. Many of us started
with good intention and purpose to plant this
Ministry of Reconciliation to honor our Lord.
True to our heart's passion and desire but
ignorance of wicked works of satan and our
self-arrogance from the works of our flesh
dampened our United Purpose To SERVE
our Lord.

The problems we encountered during the last
FIVE years in CoPS were nothing new. The
Corinthian Church had very similar
problems - division, stunted spiritual growth
and confusion in the assembly. The

scriptural text before us explains the Worlﬂ

the Holy Spirit in the Body of Christ as'HE
bestows spiritual gifts upon the Corinthians
Church. DIVISION was a major problem in
the church at Corinth even with an
abundance of Spiritual Gifts B ey were
lacking in Spiritual GRACE - Character of the
Holy Spirit. Beloved Spiritual Gifts.are NOT
necessarily a Mark of Spiritual Maturity.
These Corinthian Bélievers'were carnal, yet

they exercised Wonderful & Miraculous Gifts.

What lessons can  we' learn from the
Corinthian Believers as we start a NEW in
our NEW Chapel. s important that we
realize our TONSHIP to one another
in CoPS. Yes, there are Diversities of Gifts,
Differences. of Ministries and Diversities of
Activities in CoPS. But there can be still
UNITY even there is NOT uniformity.

Lesson No: One
We Share The SAME Confession - Jesus
Christ Is Lord

One: 1 - We Were Once Carried Away To
Dumb Idols

1 Corinthians 12:2 You know that you were
Gentiles, carried away to these dumb idols

One: 2 - We Were Led by the Spirit of God
To Say "Jesus Is Lord"
1 Corinthians 12:3 Therefore I make known

MR

Re-Dedication Message

Today’s Sermon:

CoPS (Nov 2012)
Works Best When
Spiritual Gifted CoPSians
Serve, Minister And Act
In Spiritual GRACE

S04

call Jesus accursed, and No one can say that
JESUS Is Lord except by the Holy Spirit
(Application : From TODAY We, CoPSians,
through the Indwelling Spirit Confess Christ
As Lord in Church of Punggol Sengkang)

Lesson No. Two
We Share The SAME Spirit, SAME Lord And
SAME God

Two:1 - In The Spiritual Body.of CoPS,

1 Corinthians 12:4 - We Are Blessed With
Diversities of SpiritualGifts,

BUT the SAME Spirit

Two:2 - In The Spiritual Body of COP/S
1 Corinthians @2:5 =»We Are Blessed With
Differences of Ministries,

BUT the S l‘l"

Two:‘n The Spiritual Bedy of CoPS
1/Corinthians 12:6 -~ We Are Blessed With
Diversities‘of Activities

BUT the SAME God who'Works ALL in All

" Two Guiding Principles:

(1) These Spiritual Gifts Are "For The
CommonGood)

1'Corinthians 12:7 - But the Manifestation of
the ‘Spirit is Given to each one for the
PROFIT of all.

(2) These Spiritual Gifts Are NOT Intended
To Boost the egos of individuals, NOR
guarantee One's Spiritual Maturity

1 Corinthians 12:13a - We Were ALL
Baptized Into ONE body - whether Jews or
Greeks, whether slaves or free (Application :
CoPS, like the human body, has diversity In
UNITY. Our human members all DIFFER,
yet we Work Together for the Health and
Well Being of the body. In the Spiritual Body
of CoPS, we are blessed with different
spiritual gits from the Holy Spirit (v4), we
partake in different Services/Ministries to
the same Lord Jesus Christ (v5) and we share
in the Activities/Operations of the Same God
(v6). ALL in All)

Lesson No: Three
We Seek To BUILD The SAME Spiritual
Body (CoPS)

Three: 1 - The UNITY of CoPS is the
Diversities In UNITY
1 Corinthians 12:12 - For as the body is ONE

BUT ALL the members of that one body,
being MANY, aren’t ONE body, so also is
Christ

Three: 2 - The LIFE of CoPS is the Baptised
in The SPIRIT

1 Corinthians 12:13b..... And have ALL been
made to drink into ONE Spirit

(Application: There is a clear evidence of the
presence of a variety of  Spiritual> Gifts
partaking in different ministries sharing in
diverse activities & operations in/building Up
Church of Punggol Sengkang, for His Glory.
How lovely to see our brethren David Kerk,
Larry Eio & Lay Sim partaking in ministry of
leading with tender mercy carrying out the
recent relocating ourchapel from 2nd floor
onto the ground floor sharing with brethren
Sonny,¢ Vincent, ‘Ah Leng, Ezekiel Wong
carrying that tonss of carpets laying with
Tiger/glue on the New Chapel and Foyer.

That bro Jamson & Larry fully responsible in
the transportation of the Music Mixer &
Mounting the Projector.

Activities into stacking and storing those
cartons of barang barang under the delicate
hands of sis Angie, Lay Sim. Pauline,
Meichan and pinning up those "heavy mini-
shirt" curtains by brethren Stanley, Benjamin,
Eugene, Justina Tricia, Lay Sim with sis Jane,
Lisa, Serene, Ezekiel & Amelia painstakingly
decorating the Foyer. Not forgetting you
quietly behind praying for these brethren to
Build Up our CoPS's NEW Chapel. All these
works were coated with Spiritual GRACE
that NO ONE can take credit. So the Famous
Five Words of Bro Jamson and the Bro
Ezekiel sum up that CoPS Works BEST when
our Spiritual Gifts Are Make To Serve,
Minister & Act through Spiritual GRACE)

Your Reflective Thoughts For CoPS's NEW
Chapel

My responsibility

The percentage is a generalization of what

to you that No one speaking by the Spirit of and has MANY members, we retain. Understanding & Remembering
God are better when we make notes.
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1-7 8-14 15-21 22-31 Total Cumulative
Oct'12 Oct'12 Oct'12 Oct'12 As at RKF As at
+5 +A +A +A 31/10/12 31/10/12
._ 1 Tithe — 1,777.83 3,092.40 501.50 6,620.47 11,992.20 11,992.20
10"1 Our Offering
Pledge 3,000.00 600.00 1,030.00 200.00 4,830.00 4,830.00
® g ro u p + collection
BEEER
E %# nu)\ﬁzﬂ‘]mgﬂﬂ + Returned = - - 24,000.00 24,000. 000.00
Secured \
. D it
CHURCH OF PUNGGOL SENGKANG (COPS) E#ii#H2 | mmons o
Leviticus 27:30-32 30 “‘A tithe of everything from the land, (().t;‘el‘s i%) . . . B .
whether grain from the soil or fruit from the trees, belongs to TE);XI): 4,777.83 3,602.40 1,531.50 30 7 40,822.20 40,822.20
the LORD; it is holy to the LORD. 31 Whoever would redeem any 25 A
.. k z Building - - . - 38,674.00
of their tithe must add a fifth of the value to it. 32 Every tithe of Fund 2254
the herd and flock—every tenth animal that passes under the Camp Fees % - 560.00 (560.0\’0.&7 560.00 560.00
shepherd’s road — will be holy to the LORD. L£EH 2012 A
N T ; AE ; Sy If you are making out a cheque;kindly mark“Church of Punggol Sengkang
HAIE 27" % ,2 - iﬂifﬁﬁﬁgl . iﬁlﬁmﬁf‘t E,? AR = HTJ:_:FI’]% Limited” or you may depositinto our OCBC Account No
T, Taz-2RmE. SREEMENEN, ARRRXT EEERATE, HHEEREAHKIE OCBC FOSHB: 662-843523-001
NZ—HELY REMLERESZ—. LAEERP. —TIAR
T&EW. BE+RERGERMERE.

Mission

We, Church
Sengkang, exist to bring
people to Jesus and
membership in His family,
develop them to Christ like
maturity, and equip them for
their ministry in the church
and their mission in the
world. “God is able to do
above and beyond all we ask
or imagine according to his
power which is at work in us”
Ephesians 3:20

of Ponggul

Vision

To Worship, Glorify and
Serve God at all times.

To Proclaim the Good News
of Jesus Christ as Savior and
Lord.

To Welcome all with Loye
and compassion.

To Call everyone to develop
and use God’s Gifts in
working together for him.
To Live and Work.for .God’s
Kingdom, Justice and Peace:

Our Dedication Pledge

We, members of €hurch of Punggol Sengkang, dedicate ourselves:

To Encourage one another and all the more as we see the Day
approaching. - Hebrews 10:25

. To Worship and glorify the Lord Jesus in the splendour of His

Holiness. - 1. Chronicles 16:29

. To Prayer aswe lift up our hands in the sanctuary and praise the

Lord. ~\Psalm 134:2

. To Preach His Word with great patience and careful instructions. -

2'Timothy 4:2
ToDevelop into the likeness of Christ as we grow in the grace and
Kknowledge of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ. - 2 Peter 3:18

. To Evangelise as we do the work of an evangelist of the Gospel of

God's Grace. - 2 Timothy 4:5
To Give Glory to God in this Church of Punggol Sengkang and in
Christ Jesus. - Ephesians 3:21

Finally, we consecrate ourselves for the service of God. We will serve
God as we serve others. O Lord, help us in Jesus' Name. Amen
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